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and literary method which makes criticism valuable. His power of lit- 
erary characterization may be illustrated by this sentence upon Brune- 
tiere : " The arguments are clamped and mortised together by logical 
connections, and push forward in menacing array in a manner that sug- 
gests the advance of Roman legionaries with interlocked shields." But 
the book is chiefly significant as standing in the forefront of modern 
thought, representing a tendency toward moral and intellectual health 
that is making slow headway against the many contrary tendencies 
that have beset the immediate past and are besetting the present. 



Way Stations. By Elizabeth Bobins. New York: Dodd, Mead & 
Company, 1913. 

Miss Bobins's book is made up of a series of public speeches and 
occasional articles, connected by a tissue of condensed but lively nar- 
rative tracing the progress of the suffrage movement in England from 
its inception. The volume by no means provides a systematic ex- 
position of the philosophy of " votes for women," and it suffers some- 
what from the superficiality incident to special pleading, however ear- 
nest. But with these cautions the book may be recommended to the 
general reader. Elegant and forceful exhortation is always readable for 
its own sake, and it is often more efficacious in sweeping away prejudice 
than unemotional and carefully condensed argument could be. In many 
cases Miss Bobins neatly and completely demolishes the stock arguments 
against equal suffrage, and she states her views with such clarity and 
sharpness that those who are not convinced by them will at least be 
awakened to a perception of the reasonableness of what has perhaps 
seemed an impossible point of view. In such a conflict as that waged 
over equal suffrage — a conflict of points of view, of pseudo-scientific 
opinions, and of prejudices in some cases almost inconceivably silly — 
such a book as Way Stations will help to clear away misunderstand- 
ings. It takes us, moreover, into the heart of the conflict. Miss 
Bobins's sentences ring; we feel ourselves present at the meetings at 
which her speeches were delivered, and join in the applause. If her zeal 
for the cause carries her, in the defense of militancy, further than most 
of us would be willing to follow, no one need be either offended or 
deceived. The book is neither fanatical in spirit nor subtly sophistical 
in argument. On the contrary, it gives an impression of fairness and 
practical efficiency that wins favor for the cause it represents. Inform* 
ingly it emphasizes the strength of the woman's movement and makes 
us feel wholesomely ashamed of ourselves for not knowing more of it than 
we do. Way Stations contains no startlingly novel doctrines; it is 
energetically persuasive rather than sweepingly convincing. It is, how- 
ever, a thoroughly readable book, and a book that it would be good for 
people of all shades of opinion to read. 



Plays by Bjornstjerne Bjornson. Translated by Edwin Bjorkman. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913. 

The plays presented in this volume are " The Gauntlet," " Beyond Our 
Power," and " The New System." The ideas expressed in these dramas 



